Press Release

From

WUSV/GSDL British Regional Group

The WUSV/GSDL British Regional Group has just held its end of year meeting. This meeting was always going to be an important one as it was the meeting where decisions would be made to enable the Group to go forward from strength to strength.

We now have the benefit of operating for over one full year and have several shows under our belt. The Group members have worked tirelessly over this period towards our aims and objectives, some of which are as follows

· To promote the health and welfare of the German Shepherd Dog

· To provide a medium for members to exchange views and information

· To organise and arrange events for the GSD based on WUSV rules

· To provide an educational base for sharing information on:-

· WUSV rules and regulations

· Mandatory health issues

· Working qualifications

· To promote the GSD as per the WUSV standard

· To assist members in obtaining qualifications based on the WUSV system

· BH

· AD

· Schutzhund 1, 2 & 3

· Koerung

· Koerung (Lebenzeit/life)

· To work alongside the GSD League of Great Britain as an affiliated organization.

All our shows/events/seminars have been well attended and supported. An Annual Top Ten Awards system is now in place, where 2011 saw the following dogs taking the 1st place position:

Top Male – Veneze Connor

Top Female – Ch Kassieger Renata (More to follow about Renata!)
Long Coats:  Top Male – Conbhairean Lauser - Top Female – Impranah Xtra

Congratulations to the owners of the above dogs and all who finished in the top ten. A list of which can be viewed on www.gsdleague.co.uk. 

Our aim this year was to provide shows where exhibitors could enjoy their experience, in a relaxed happy atmosphere. This we achieved. The amount of money and time people have to put into this hobby now demands that it should be a worthwhile experience. Members of the BRG have had many years experience in organizing and running shows, however, this is a whole new concept and the Group to some degree, have had to work it’s way through this first year, knowing there would be tweaks needed here and there and that it would indeed be a learning curve. We are now able to reflect back on this time and be constructively critical with ourselves regarding where things could have been done slightly differently and where improvements can be made. We have listened to the GSD exhibitors and taken on board comments and opinions made. These will also go towards improvements being made and the Group providing the best possible vehicle with which to promote the healthy GSD, at the same time provide an exciting and stimulating atmosphere in which to operate.

This year we put on the Long Coat Classes for the first time ever, which have been a great success and well received. As it was agreed at the last moment to run these classes we realised exhibitors had not much time to prepare so it was therefore decided that we would allow for 2011 ONLY non-surveyed Long Coat adults to enter. This, whilst not perfect a situation, has proved to be a good decision because it has brought Long Coat dogs into the fold who have now or are going to be breed surveyed for the future. As you will see below we have another reason why Long Coats will be encouraged to carry out a Breed Survey on their dogs. Another step towards healthier GSD’s.

Going Forward

The first most exciting announcement that we have going forward, is that the Group, after consultation with the GSD exhibitors, is now putting in place a

British Champion Award and a British Long Coat Champion Award. 

Moving the GSD world forward to encompass healthier GSD’s 

and a more enjoyable experience for the exhibitors

We announce the new

British Champion Award and

British Long Coat Champion Award

The only Canine Champion type award to encompass Health Criteria

This is a lifetime award for dogs achieving the following 

A total of 25 points, 5 of which must have come from the OVER 

2 YEAR OLD CLASSES. Points can be achieved as per the following
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VA Grade - British Sieger - Automatic Champion PROVIDED that the dog has also 

been awarded a V1 or V2 at AT LEAST 3 REGIONAL SHOWS

Awards already achieved at any WUSV/GSDL event dating 

from the first Regional Event in 2010 will be counted retrospectively 

towards this Title (including awards from 2010 British Sieger Event)

As you can see the points will be given retrospectively since the first year of the inauguration of the GSDL/WUSV BRG 2010. 

No dog can become a British Champion until it has achieved it’s points from the over 2 year old classes, therefore no dog can become a British Champion unless it has fulfilled ALL the health criteria. What better way to go forward for the Breed!

To this end we can announce the first GSD to make history on gaining this award Mr & Mrs Belfield’s BRITISH CHAMPION KASSIEGER RENATA
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The Calendar of Events for 2012 is posted on the GSDL web site. In 2012 the Southern GSD Group who normally host the Puppy Junior Show have this year decided to make it a Puppy/Young Dog Show. This means that dogs up to 2 years old can now enter. In addition, this year the show will be judged by an SV Judge (Mr Marcel Mignolet SV Belgium - subject to SV approval), there will also be a Breed Survey held on the day.

The rest of the season is filled with shows hosted by the remaining clubs within the Group, which are judged by SV and British Judges, again full details on www.gsdleague.co.uk web site. Another notable difference from last year is that the Midland GSD Group have decided to run their show later in the year, October, this is in order to stretch the calendar a little and this will be an indoor show. We have decided that the whole Group collectively will run a Christmas Spectacular in December each year, it is anticipated that this will be a celebration and we are aiming to make it a fun filled end of the year, watch this space! Date and venue and other details will be posted on the Events calendar once finalized.

During  2010/2011 we have put in place a number of building blocks for the future of the GSD, continuing a strong tradition of positive progress for the betterment of our beautiful Breed. Strong foundations have been laid over the years, by dedicated and innovative people within the GSD world, we are very grateful for their invaluable contribution. We are also proud to know that we are now taking steps even further to secure the future of ‘healthy GSDs’ in the UK. Thank you to all the people involved with the WUSV/GSDL British Regional Group for your hard work, determination and positive mindset. Thank you also to all the exhibitors for your continued support, which is very much appreciated. We look forward to seeing you all in 2012. 

Brigid Fahy Newlands

Chairman WUSV/GSDL British Regional Group

