3.3 The Accredited Breeder Scheme [ABS)

3.3 The Acoredited Breeder Scheme (ABS) was set up in 2004™ o enable potential
dog owners o buy with confidence’ from KC approved breeders, & KC acoredited
breeder i assurmned to be experienced, have a proven track record for producing
healthy dogs of good temperament and to have performed all health tests relevant to
their breed of choice®?.

3.3.2 The KC launched the ABS as, under their rules, they cannot refuse general
registrations and this scheme was a way of forusing more on health and welfare™,
The scheme is voluntary - anyone can join &s long as they pay the fee and it very
much depends on the goodwill of dog breeders - it is seen as a way of influencing
thern to follow the mast responsible breeding practices.®

3.3.3 Puppy buyers are encouraged to look for accredited breeders when they
acquire a dog. The KC provides information on their website about things to consider
when purchasing a dog and the ABS. This recerves 12/000 hits per day® This reveals
the large number of people who do seek irformation throwgh the KC and who
would potentially then look for a breeder who s ABS registered if they are directed
towards them.

3.34 Accredited breeders are recommended to use mandalory heaith screening
schemes relevant to their breed including DWA testing. testing for hip or elbow
dysplasia and inherited eye conditions®. Permanent identification of breeding stock
is required for membership of the scheme® The breeders’ sign up to allow potential
inspections of the praperty where the dogs are kepl and also ensure the puppies
they sell are well-socialised and generally follow good breeding practice®®

5.5.5 The scheme is self governing, with the KC carmying out home inspections only
on the advice of breed club members who consider a scheme member to be
inappropriate for membership or if feedback from a purchaser highlights a problem®”,
According to the KC®®, the scheme is not in place to highlight the elite dog breeders,
but to set guidelines fior breeders to adherne o in onder for them o fenction as good
breeders under KC definitions. The KC is keen for as many breeders as possible to
join the scheme.
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