 A TRIBUTE TO THE SAD LOSS OF GRAHAM STEPHENS -  A GREAT LOSS TO THE GSD WORLD
AS PAUL RATTIGAN WROTE ''IT IS an honour to be born a gentleman, but a great achievment to die one'' SO FITTING FOR THE TRUE GENT THAT GRAHAM STEPHENS WAS AND WILL ALWAYS BE REMEMBERED.
An email from Wendy Stephens which she has been kind enough to allow us to print, in honour of her husband Graham.
 

Hello Everyone,
I am so very sorry to tell you that Graham lost his battle with Acute Myeloid Leukaemia at 3.30pm on Tuesday 10th November.
He was diagnosed with this dreadful condition earlier this year and, after a bout of aggressive chemo-therapy, managed to obtain a good level of remission which allowed him to leave hospital in May - albeit he still had to visit the hospital for out-patient chemo treatment.
Graham was determined to try and regain his strength for all the meetings and events he wished to attend both here and abroad.  He achieved his goals during the Summer and Autumn, spending a lot of time in our beloved Germany visiting close friends and our German Shepherds, and enjoying a holiday with Emma, Terry and grand-daughter Amelie in beautiful Bavaria.
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Whether it be regarding business matters or our deep interest in German Shepherds, Graham always exhibited a fair and balanced viewpoint.  He constantly used these qualities in an effort to achieve his dream of unity in the German Shepherd fraternity, education for future generations of Shepherd lovers, judges and exhibitors and, most importantly, mandatory health screening for these wonderful dogs that have been a large part of our lives for 43 years.
On September 24th another bone marrow biopsy was taken which still showed good remission, so off we drove to Germany again, this time for the German Schutzhund Championships followed by the World Schutzhund Championships one week later.  Ten days after our return, on 24th October, he started to feel mildly unwell with an infection, and was immediately admitted to hospital.  His bone marrow was found to have unnatural cells, and from then on the wonderful doctors and nurses at The Royal Sussex Hospital tried  everything in their power to halt the progress of his infection/disease but ultimately to no avail.
He met his illness with stoicism and courage throughout, always thinking positively and never wavering in his determination to beat his disease and return home.
We were all at his bedside talking to him until he went to his final sleep.  Our one consolation is that he was pain free and conscious - and, typically, still talking about when he could come home only about an hour before he died.
Graham was a man of integrity, a great leader, wise adviser and good friend who has left a very large gap in our hearts and lives.
His greatest legacy is the family that he adored.   Our business and workmates - our wonderful 'extended family' - were also very close to his heart.
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We will now continue, in the path he set, to try and ensure that he would have been equally as proud of us as we are of him.

Wendy, Emma, Jonno, Terry, Anna and Amelie x.
